
By Wayne Hoffman 

I daho’s agriculture 
industry has a 
boundless future 

when it comes to devel-
opments in biosciences, a 
group of experts told an 
audience June 9 in Boise. 

The comments came 
during the two-day Sci-
ence and Technology In-
dustry Forum. 

The state Office of 
Science and Technology 

put on the second annual 
conference, which fea-
tured a segment devoted 
entirely to agriculture-
based biosciences and 
other segments with sig-
nificant implications for 
Idaho’s farmers. 

Still, experts say, 
challenges persist.  

Farmers could benefit 
from renewed interest in 
ethanol-blended fuel — in 
part because of rising 
gasoline prices and con-

cern about America’s de-
pendence on foreign oil.  

But so far, infra-
structure issues are 
keeping large-scale 
applications of the 
technology at bay. 

Jeff Morris, direc-
tor of the Seattle-
based Northwest En-
ergy Technology Col-
laborative told listen-
ers that most Wash-
ington state vehicles 
can run on high-
blended ethanol.  
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Could the future of agriculture rest in the biosci-

ences? Experts meeting in Boise on June 9 con-

sidered several prospects. 

Panelists ponder the possible at Boise meeting 



I daho ranchers can learn 
about how new federal 
wolf rules apply to them, 

thanks to information cards the 
Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game has developed. 

In February, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service approved 
changes to the way reintroduced 
wolves can be managed south of 
Interstate 90 in Idaho and in 
parts of Montana. 

The new “10j” rule gives 
Idaho residents more latitude 
to deal with prob-
lem 

wolves. 

“Because the rules that gov-
ern wolf management in Idaho 
changed in February, we have 
had many questions from Idaho 

residents and par-
ticularly livestock 
and dog owners 
who aren't clear 
on what the new 
rules mean,” said 
Steve Nadeau, 
wolf coordinator 
for Idaho Fish & 
Game. 

“We developed these fact 
cards so livestock operators and 
dog owners would understand 
what their options are 

under the new 
rule, and to give 
them numbers to 
call when they 
have a problem 
or concern with 
wolves. We 
want to make 
wolf manage-

ment as easy as possible 
for the livestock industry and 
this is just one way to help.  

“We are grateful that the 
Idaho State Department of Agri-
culture is helping us distribute 

this information.” 

The cards explain what 
ranchers are permitted to do if 
wolves are seen attacking their 
livestock on private or public 
land south of I-90 in Idaho.  

For example, wolves attack-
ing livestock on private land can 
be shot or harassed by landown-
ers without prior written authori-
zation, but it must be reported 
within 24 hours and evidence of 
a wolf attack has to be docu-
mented. 

The cards are available at 
Idaho Fish and Game offices and 
at the Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture’s main office at 2270 
Old Penitentiary Road in Boise. 
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But, he said, there’s no infra-
structure to provide the supply 
to the vehicle fleet. 

Once the infrastructure is in 
place, farmers who grow the bio-
mass to make ethanol-blended 
fuel would reap the benefit. 
Some suggested that govern-
ments that developed the infra-
structure to build highways, 
power and irrigation systems 
should play a larger role in the 
development of ethanol produc-
tion facilities. 

Researchers are looking at 

other ways of applying techno-
logical innovations to Idaho’s ag-
riculture. Larry Haley of ECO Re-
search has developed a watering 
analyzer that helps farmers know 
how much irrigation is needed.  

The Idaho National Labora-
tory is researching white rot fun-
gus to improve the quality of 
wheat straw used in the manu-
facturing of straw board. 

“There is still marketing po-
tential” for Idaho farmers want-
ing to use the technology, said 
researcher Melinda Hamilton. 
The building materials market is 
growing 38 percent a year, she 

said, creating extraordinary po-
tential for development in this 
field. 

There are a lot of technologies 
we use in Idaho that can be ex-
ported, said Phil Syrdal of the 
Idaho Bioscience Association. 

“The more we support our re-
search, the more we’re going to 
get out of it,” Syrdal said. 

(Wayne Hoffman is the special 
assistant to the director at the 
Idaho State Department of Agri-
culture. He can be reached at 
208-332-8671. E-mail whoff-
man@idahoag.us.) 

Biosciences 



 I daho freshmarket po-
tato growers have until 

June 27 to sign up for money 
and training assistance under 
the Trade Adjustment Assis-
tance program. Growers can 
register at their local USDA 
Farm Service Agency office and 
attend free, half-day technical 
assistance workshops that will 
be offered by University of 
Idaho Extension this summer. 

The first seven of these UI 
workshops have been sched-
uled for the afternoon of June 
27 in Nampa, the morning of 
June 28 in Twin Falls, the after-

noon of June 28 in Burley, the 
morning of June 29 in Poca-
tello, the afternoon of June 29 
in Blackfoot, the morning of 
June 30 in Idaho Falls and the 
afternoon of June 30 in Rex-
burg. 

 Paul Patterson, UI Exten-
sion economist and workshop 
coordinator, said two additional 
classes will be held sometime 
in August in the Magic Valley 
and eastern Idaho for growers 
who aren't able to attend one 
of the currently scheduled 
workshops. 

 The USDA's Foreign Agricul-

tural Service determined this 
spring that 2003 Idaho potato 
prices were negatively im-
pacted by Canadian French fry 
imports.  

D e a d l i n e  a p p r o a c h e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  a i d  

Idaho Cattle Association sets June 22-24 meeting 

Workshop set on farm, rural connection  

Policy (NCFAP) and the 
Economic Research Ser-
vice (ERS) will hold a 
workshop to discuss al-
ternative approaches to 
farm policy and their 
consequences for farm 
households and rural 
America, with a focus 
on the next farm bill.  

Attendance is free, 
but reservations are re-
quired. R 

Register through 
the Na-
tional Cen-
ter for 
Food and 
Agricul-
tural Pol-
icy.  

More information 
is available at 
http://
www.ncfap.org. 

F arm pro-
grams 
have an 

impact on farm 
households and rural 
communities as well 
as agricultural com-
modity markets.  

On June 24, 2005 
in the Hart Senate 
Office Building, the 
National Center for 
Food and Agricultural 
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For more details about the 

workshops or to register for 

one of them, call the UI's Dis-

trict IV Extension office in 

Idaho Falls at (208) 529-8376. 

E-mail jhughes@uidaho.edu. 

Pr-registration is not required, 

but growers should call first to 

ensure that space will be 

available. 

M embers of the 
Idaho Cattle Asso-
ciation (ICA) will 

gather at the Ashley Inn in Cas-
cade June 22-24 for the annual 
ICA mid-year conference.  

Speakers during the Opening 
General Session include Mike 
John, NCBA Vice President and 

Steve Dittmer of the Agribusi-
ness Freedom Founda-
tion. Wednesday also includes 
meetings of the Marketing and 
Cattle Health and Well Being 
Committee, as well as the Cow/
Calf, Feeder, Purebred, and Cat-
tleWomen Councils. Agenda 
items include country of origin 
labeling, trade issues and ani-

mal identification. Thursday’s 
meeting includes a joint session 
of the Federal & State Lands, 
Wildlife, and Private Lands & 
Environment Committees.  

Go to http://www.idahocattle.org or 

contact the ICA office at 208-343-

1615 for registration information. 

http://www.ncfap.org
http://www.idahocattle.org
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What’s ahead in 

ISDA’s Marketing  

July 5-6 Japanese buyers 
interested in processed and 
value-added products will 
meet with Idaho companies 
and tour processing and 
distribution facilities in the 
Western U.S. including 
Idaho. 

July 9-17 The Colorado 
Department of Agriculture 
will be working with the 
Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture on Cooking 
Shows that showcase 
Western United States 
products. These have been 
a great success in reaching 
the food decision makers in 
the Mexican markets. They 
involve Mexican cooking 
personalities and U.S. 
chefs. 

July 24-26  The Idaho De-
partment of Agriculture, in 
conjunction with the West-
ern U.S. Agricultural Trade 
Association (WUSATA), will 
host a group of buyers 
from Central America. 

T he Idaho State De-
partment of Agricul-
ture welcomes Misti 

Lockie as the department’s new 
Animal Identification Coordina-
tor.  

Lockie will work to develop 
and promote the animal identifi-
cation program in Idaho, meet 
with the public, interest groups 
and agencies to discuss its im-
plementation. 

The National Animal Identifi-
cation System is a national pro-
gram intended to identify spe-
cific animals in the United States 
and track their movement over 
their life spans to respond to 
emergency diseases. 

The granddaughter of a 
dairyman and a farmer, Misti 
(McDowell) Lockie grew up on 
the back of a horse and she has 
long roots in Idaho. 

From horse shows to rodeos, 
she started competition at age 3 
and still continues to compete in 
team roping and breakaway rop-
ing.  She attended Lewis Clark 
State College on a rodeo schol-
arship, and obtained her Bache-
lor’s degree from the University 
of Idaho in Journalism and Com-
munications. 

In addition, she assisted at 
Idaho’s Bureau of Disaster Ser-
vices on their Emergency Web 
Development Team, and re-
ceived intensive training on Pub-
lic Information and Emergency 
Management at FEMA’s Emer-
gency Management Institute in 
Emmitsburg, MD. 

For the last three years, Misti 
was the Policy and Procedures 
Coordinator at the Idaho Trans-
portation Department. She now 
lives in Caldwell with her daugh-
ter, Sydnee, age 4.   

Lockie is ISDA’s Animal Identification Coordinator 

One of the successful 
companies doing busi-
ness in Japan is Fresca 
Mexican Foods in Boise. 
Here, Governor Dirk 
Kempthorne is shown at 
a Japanese restaurant 
that features lasagna 
made with Fresca tortil-
las.  KBCI-TV Ch. 2 re-
cently aired a story 
about how Fresca is pro-
ducing products that are 
becoming a hit with 
Japanese consumers. 
Read the story at http://
www.kbcitv.com. 

http://www.idahoag.us
http://www.kbcitv.com



